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not been a party. The confederation that first formally drew her into the foreign vortex was the Holy League, at once the successor and corrective of the earlier arrangement, and set on foot by Pope Julius II. for preventing the undue preponderance of France. Another object of this combination was to preserve the Italian States to the papacy. In this place, however, the significance of England's membership of the compact consists in the declaration which it implied that the European, balance of power was a distinct English interest.
Thus, too, was established the diplomatic tradition which during many years afterwards made the English bias in Continental affairs on the whole in favour of the Empire, then including Spain and Austria, and against France. Thus a ministry of foreign affairs no sooner acquired a potential existence under Henry VIII., than two distinct principles of English international procedure began to shape themselves: the first was that of intervention in Continental affairs ; the second that of an anti-French European alliance.
The central ideas guiding Henry VIII.'s ministers were those which, notwithstanding periodical departures from the traditional line, animated their successors throughout the following centuries, as well as the Palmerstonian period, and the democratic break with -European intervention as a tradition of the English Foreign Office. Henry's religious or matrimonial projects and Wolsey's personal ambitions caused a perpetual fluctuation between the French and the Imperial alliance.
Notwithstanding, however, all the shiftings, vicissitudes and transformations of England's oversea
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